
 

 

 

 

Alcohol and Entertainment 
Licensing Sub-Committee 
 

Wednesday 11 December 2024 at 2.00 pm 
Boardrooms 3 & 4 - Brent Civic Centre, Engineers 
Way, Wembley HA9 0FJ 
 
Please note that this meeting will be held in person with members of the Sub-
Committee required to attend in person. 
 

The press and public are also welcome to attend this meeting in 
person. Please note the meeting is not scheduled for live webcast 
 
 

Membership: 
 
Members 
Councillors: 
 
Hylton (Chair) 
 
  
 
 

 
Councillors: 
 
Ahmed, Bajwa, Chohan, Ethapemi, Hack, 
Long, Lorber, Mahmood, Rajan-Seelan 
 

 

For further information contact: Devbai Bhanji, Governance Assistant 
Tel: 020 8937 6841; Email: devbai.bhanji@brent.gov.uk 

 

For electronic copies of minutes and agendas please visit: 
Council meetings and decision making | Brent Council 
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Notes for Members - Declarations of Interest: 
 

If a Member is aware they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest* in an item of business, they 
must declare its existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent and 
must leave the room without participating in discussion of the item.  
 

If a Member is aware they have a Personal Interest** in an item of business, they must declare its 
existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent. 
 

If the Personal Interest is also significant enough to affect your judgement of a public interest and 
either it affects a financial position or relates to a regulatory matter then after disclosing the 
interest to the meeting the Member must leave the room without participating in discussion of the 
item, except that they may first make representations, answer questions or give evidence relating 
to the matter, provided that the public are allowed to attend the meeting for those purposes. 
 
*Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
(a)  Employment, etc. - Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried on for 

profit gain. 
(b)  Sponsorship - Any payment or other financial benefit in respect of expenses in carrying 

out duties as a member, or of election; including from a trade union.  
(c)  Contracts - Any current contract for goods, services or works, between the Councillors or 

their partner (or a body in which one has a beneficial interest) and the council. 
(d)  Land - Any beneficial interest in land which is within the council’s area. 
(e) Licences- Any licence to occupy land in the council’s area for a month or longer. 
(f)  Corporate tenancies - Any tenancy between the council and a body in which the 

Councillor or their partner have a beneficial interest. 
(g)  Securities - Any beneficial interest in securities of a body which has a place of business or 

land in the council’s area, if the total nominal value of the securities exceeds £25,000 or 
one hundredth of the total issued share capital of that body or of any one class of its issued 
share capital. 

 

**Personal Interests: 
The business relates to or affects: 
(a) Anybody of which you are a member or in a position of general control or management, and: 

 To which you are appointed by the council; 

 which exercises functions of a public nature; 

 which is directed is to charitable purposes; 

 whose principal purposes include the influence of public opinion or policy (including a 
political party of trade union). 

(b) The interests a of a person from whom you have received gifts or hospitality of at least £50 as 
a member in the municipal year;  

or 
A decision in relation to that business might reasonably be regarded as affecting the well-being or 
financial position of: 

 You yourself; 

 a member of your family or your friend or any person with whom you have a close 
association or any person or body who is the subject of a registrable personal interest.  
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Agenda 
 
Introductions, if appropriate. 
 

Item Page 
 

1 Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members  
 

 

2 Declarations of Interests  
 

 

 Members are invited to declare at this stage of the meeting, the nature 
and existence of any relevant disclosable pecuniary or personal interests 
in the items on this agenda and to specify the item(s) to which they relate. 
 

 

3 Application for the Transfer of a Premises Licence by Mrs Ana-Maria 
Grama for the premises known as The Aura, 763-765 Harrow Road, 
Wembley, HA0 2LW, pursuant to the provisions of the Licensing Act 
2003  

 

1 - 32 

 
Date of the next meeting:  Date Not Specified 
 

 Please remember to SWITCH OFF your mobile phone during the meeting. 

 The meeting room is accessible by lift and seats will be provided for 
members of the public.   
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LICENSING ACT 2003 
 

Application for the Transfer of a Premises Licence 
 
 
 

Name of Applicant: Mrs Ana-Maria Grama 

  

Name & Address of Premises: The Aura, 763-765 Harrow Road, Wembley, HA0 2LW 

  

Applicants Agent:  

  

 
 
1. Application 
  
 The application is for the transfer of a premises licence to Mrs Ana-Maria Grama. 
 
 
2. Background 
 
 The licence is currently held by KN Bros Limited.   
 
 
3. Promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
 
 N/A 
 
 
4. Relevant Representations 
 
 Representations have been received from the police who are objecting to the transfer of the 

licence. 
 
5. Interested Parties 
 
 None 
 
 
6. Policy Considerations 
 
 Policy 1 – Process for Applications 
  

Conditions on the licence, additional to those voluntarily sought/agreed by the applicant, 
may be considered.  Conditions will focus on matters which are within the control of 
individual licensee and which relate to the premises or areas being used for licensable 
activities, the potential impact of the resulting activities in the vicinity. If situations arise 
where the licensing objectives may be undermined but cannot be dealt with by the use 
of appropriate conditions the Licensing Authority will consider whether it is appropriate for a 
licence to be granted or continue to operate. 
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7. Associated Papers 
       

A. Copy of Application Form  
B. Copy of Representation 
C. Applicant Response 
D. Current Licence  
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Ms Ana-Maria Grama 
The Aura 
763-765 Harrow Road 
Wembley 
HA0 2LW 
 

Your Ref: 33304 

Our ref: 01QK/748/24/3122NW 

 

 

NW BCU Licensing Department - Brent  
WembleyPolice Station 
603, Harrow Road 
Wembley 
HA0 2HH 
Tel: 07500 087 115 
Email: Phil.S.Graves@met.police.uk 
Web: www.met.police.uk 
 

Date: Thursday 31st of November 2024 

 

  
Police representations to the application for a transfer of Premises Licence for ‘The Aura, 763-765 
Harrow road, Wembley HA0 2LW’ 
 
Police certify that we have considered the application shown above and wish to make representations 
that the likely effect of the grant of the application is detrimental to the Council’s Licensing Objectives 
for the reasons indicated below. 
 
Officer:  PC Phil Graves 
Licensing Constable 3122NW 
 
An officer of the Metropolitan Police, in whose area the premises are situated, who is authorised for 
the purposes of exercising its statutory function as a ‘Responsible Authority’ under the Licensing Act 
2003. 
 
The application has been made for a transfer of a premises licence under Section 42 of the Licensing 
act 2003. The Police representations are concerned with all four of the licensing objectives namely: 
 

• The prevention of crime and disorder; 
• Public safety; 

• The prevention of public nuisance; and 
• The protection of children from harm. 

 
 
 
The Application 
 
The application is to transfer the existing premises license from Mr Atul KHOSLA of KN Bros Limited, 
48 Hollywood Gardens Hayes UB4 0DX.  
 
The new proposed license holder is Ms Ana-Maria GRAMA of 55, District Road, Wembley HA0 2LF. 
 
Police Objections 
 
The Aura has long history of licensing breaches and reviews of its premises license. Two reviews took 
place in 2022 where a stringent list of conditions were imposed upon the venue to allow it to trade. 
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Unfortunately since these reviews the venue has failed to uphold the licensing objectives or address 
crime and disorder in and around the venue. 
 
A series of warning letters have been sent to the venue from both the police and council. None of 
these letters, visits or meetings have improved the venue or the crime emitting from the club. 
 
The transfer of license from one company to another will have no effect on improving the constant 
licensing breaches and issues concerning the police. The police hold no confidence in the current 
management team and DPS. The attitude is disappointing and ineffective at tacking the variety of 
issues that still exist. 
 
Unfortunately the situation of the club has got so dire that it is currently under review from the police 
who are seeking revocation of the premises license. 
 
Police need clarification from the proposed license holder of what she has planned for the venue. 
Merely transferring the name on the license achieves nothing. Police require the following 
information from Ms Grama before been able to seriously consider this transfer. 
 

1. Her business plan for the venue 
2. A list of the proposed staff and their positions within the company 
3. Official bank / money details of the purchase of the venue. 
4. Copies of the lease of the venue 
5. Details of her previous experience in running a challenging night club 
6. Confirmation from Ms Gama that she knows the venue is currently under review by the 

police 
 
 
Police would like to meet with Ms Gama next week at Brent Civic Centre where she can produce all 
the documents listed above. This will also allow Ms Gama to get a good understanding of the current 
situation of The Aura, from a policing perspective. 
 
Until all the above information is provided to police this transfer is opposed in full on the grounds that 
all four of the licensing objectives will not be met. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
 
PC Phil Graves 3122NW 
NW BCU - Brent Licensing 
Philip.Graves@met.police.uk 
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From: Ana Maria Grama  
Sent: Thursday, November 7, 2024 5:25 PM 
To: Business Licence  
Subject: THE AURA CLUB 
 
 

THE AURA Ana Maria Grama 

 
5 November, 2024 
 
Dear sirs, 
I am the new licensee of the premises known as THE AURA in Sudbury, which is at 763-765 
Harrow Road, Wembley. 
I am aware of the complaint by the police about the disturbances at the premises. However, 
I must state that I have been informed by the previous licensee that the alleged crimes 
happened on the streets and not at the club. 
Please note that my solicitor is preparing a new lease and we will obtain a letter from the 
solicitor to this effect. Therefore, the incidents which relate to the period of previous 
owners should not be held against me. 
I applied online at the end of October to Brent Council to transfer the premises licence 
under my name. I should state that the consideration of my licence should not be 
prejudiced by incidents under the previous licensee. 
My accountant is dealing with paperwork in so far as it applies to registration with 
Companies House. He is also dealing with Revenue and Customs as to the registration as 
employer. 
We have a new experienced management team who will run the operations. My partner 
Mithun Shah previously worked as DPS for five years at the Fusilier. Also worked for twelve 
years at Pleasure Boat and members club Panther, which is on Ealing Road. You will note he 
has long experience in this line of business.  
My partner Mithun Shah used to organise the PUB WATCH meetings on 1st Thursday of 
every month at the Fusilier bar and restaurant. Therefore, he is well aware of the 
requirements and the steps to be taken as regards public safety and public nuisance. 
We are keen to have a thriving restaurant where people can enjoy delicious food at 
reasonable prices. These type of places are badly required in the borough. We would like to 
work closely with the local police and the residents. 
We are quite happy to liaise with all interested parties which include the council, residents 
and the police. 
Many Thanks  
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From: Phil.S.Graves@met.police.uk  
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 12:26 PM 
To: annemarry  
Cc: Esther, Chan  
Subject: The Aura, 763-765 Harrow Road, HA0 2LW - 33304 - Police and Council Meeting 
 
Ana, 
 
Thank you for your phone call yesterday. I’ve spoken to Brent Council and have arranged a meeting 
with them on:- 
 
Friday 8th of November at 14.00 hours @ Brent Civic Centre, Engineers Way, Wembley HA9 0FJ 
 
Please invite your accountant, investor and bring along any relevant paper work. Proof of sale of the 
venue to yourself and any associated paperwork would assist greatly. Please call me on the number 
below on Friday and I will come down and meet you. Ms Chan, from Brent Council will also join us in 
the meeting. 
 
Any issues please respond to myself and Esther Chan. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Phil 
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Signature: 
 

Signature Witnessed by: 
 

Page 1 of 1 
eStatement no: NW-1007811-2024 

 

MG11 RESTRICTED (when complete) 

RESTRICTED (when complete) 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

(Criminal Procedure Rules, r. 16.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9) 

 
 

URN 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Statement of: Constable Philip Graves 
Age if under 18: Over 18 

Occupation:  Police officer 

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in 
evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it, anything which I know to be false, or do 
not believe to be true. 

 

Signature: 
 

Date:  Thursday 14th of November 2024 

 
Due to the transfer of license application (reference 33304) a meeting was arranged at Brent Civic Centre on 

8th of November 2024 at 14.00 hours. Those present were myself PC Phil Graves, PC Steve Hicks, Esther 

Chan (Brent Council) and Rhea Vagarwal (Brent Council).  

 

Those representing the License transfer were Ana Maria Grama (Proposed Transferee / Management Team) 

Mohamned Dean (changed to Marcus Dean) – Dean Security & Proposed DPS,  Iftikhar Ashard  Investor, 

Mithun Shah – Management Team (Ana’s husband) and Sandip Joshi - Accountant 

 

I asked those present if they could explain their intentions for the Aura. Mr Ashard replied by saying:- 

 

1. He was aware that  the venue was up for sale in October 2024  

2. Those present where the planned new management team,  

3. The previous license holders had explained that there were ‘problems’ but didn’t go into detail.  

4. The Purchase is 70% in completion, going through numbers. Aim to complete by the new year 

5. Over a half million pounds invested 

6. Purchase has not happened yet 

7. Was not aware of the licensing issues (review etc.) until he had seen the blue notices 

8. There is a 15 year lease on the property. 

9. The overall theme of the venue was to transfer it into a family run high class restaurant with regulated 

entertainment, live music and dance.  

 

Mr Dean (security and proposed DPS) explained the following: 

 

1. Confirms it will be a family-oriented establishment  

2. To adopt a 25 challenge  

3. Atul (current license holder) and Justyna (current DPS) are both incompetent  

4. Been in the business since 1994  

5. 2004 instructed for SIA services 

6. Have more live music  

7. He will provide the security  

 

Mr Ashard asked me what the main problems where from a policing perspective. I explained that the venue 

was attracting the ‘wrong type of customers’. The Aura has a long history of violent crime, drugs, incompetent 
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Continuation of Statement of: Constable Philip Graves 

 

 

Witness Signature:  

Signature Witnessed by: 
 

Page 2 of 1 
eStatement no NW-1007811-2024 

 

MG11C RESTRICTED (when complete) 

RESTRICTED (when complete) 

management team and constant breaches of their premises license. I emphasised that the venue had already 

been reviewed twice in the last three years and there are still continual licensing breaches. I explained that I 

had made many visits and found many licensing faults. Various warning letters had been sent, but there had 

been no improvement. Due to this I submitted a review of the venue asking for revocation of the license and I 

have already submitted representations opposing the transfer of the premises license to Ms Ana Grama.  

 

The investor Mr Ashard suggested that he and the police put a strategy together for a period of time to try and 

work through the current issues. I explained that I intended to continue with the review of the license unless a 

set of ‘restaurant conditions’ could be agreed by all parties prior to this hearing taking place which is due on the 

11th of December. These set of conditions would reflect a ‘family orientated restaurant’ and would move away 

from the ‘night club’ theme which appears un-manageable at present. 

 

The proposed new license holder had barley spoken so I asked Ms Grama what her background was and what 

experience she had in running a challenging restaurant / nightclub. Ms Grama replied by saying that she has 

never had any experience in the hospitality industry, but she worked in a restaurant back in her home country. 

She then went on to explain that she was not a personal license holder and it was in fact her husband that 

would be running the business. I asked why she was applying for the transfer of license when she has had no 

experience and it was in fact her husband that would be running the business? Mr Dean answered on her 

behalf saying this was a ‘mistake’ on behalf of the management team and the wrong name was put on the 

transfer. 

 

Mr Dean explained that he would be the DPS for the venue and take control of the licensing breaches and the 

security. I asked why there had been no DPS transfer and again this seemed to be another fault on behalf of 

the ‘new management team’. As of today 14/11/2024 there has been no DPS transfer sent to the police. 

 

Mr Ashard explained that he was planning on a 5-7 day closure to revamp the business in the New Year. He 

was also going to rename the venue as ‘Babylon Bar and Restaurant’ with a mixture of Indian, Mexican and 

Lebanese cuisine. While this was in progress Mr Ashard asked to have a signed agreement with police. I 

explained that this would not be happening. Again I suggested to Mr Ashard and his team that he submits a set 

of conditions (via a full variation to Brent Council) suitable for a respectful family restaurant and that they 

contact an experienced licensing agent to assist with their application. 

 

Ms Chan (Brent Council) raised issues around food safety, smoking area and the concerns of her colleagues in 

planning over the front of the venue (separate restaurant). Ms Chan asked if anyone knew who the rate payer 

for the venue was, but no one did. The hearing and consultation dates where read out by Ms Chan to all those 

present:- 

 

The consultation date for the transfer ends on 14/11/2024 and a hearing date has been arranged for 11th of 

December 2024. 

 

The consultation date for the hearing ends on 28/11/2024 and a hearing date has been arranged for 17th of 

December 2024 

 

Summary 

 

The proposed new management team have only in the last month decided to invest half a million pounds in 

buying the Aura. No money has been transferred and no paperwork showing for proof of purchase has been 

produced to the police or council, as requested by myself via e-mail on 05/11/2024. 
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Continuation of Statement of: Constable Philip Graves 

 

 

Witness Signature:  

Signature Witnessed by: 
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Ms Ana Grama (proposed License holder) has no experience in running a busy and challenging restaurant / 

night club and the proposed new management team state it was an error or their behalf appointing her and in 

fact it should have been her husband applying for this post. To date I have received no official communication 

regarding this transfer that I have already opposed. 

 

This management team state that Mr Dean with the DPS, but no transfer of DPS has been applied for. So at 

present the old DPS is still shown and the incorrect license holder is applying to run the business. Neither of 

these scenarios fulfils me with any confidence. 

 

I have had no contact from the new management team regarding a list of proposed conditions for the family 

restaurant. They are aware that the venue is under review and I have opposed the license transfer. I would 

have expected a new management team serious in turning a failing nightclub into a prosperous family 

orientated restaurant to have sent in a list of proposed conditions, transfer of DPS and an explanation of the 

license transfer. 

 

My overall impression was one of poor management and planning and I hold no confidence in this new team 

running the venue in an appropriate and legal manner.   

 

PC Phil Graves 3122NW 

Licensing Officer - Brent 
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